[Lichenoid cutaneous reaction to imatinib].
Imatinib (Glivec) is a new therapeutic molecule used for the treatment of chronic myeloid leukemia. Cutaneous side effects with this treatment are common but lichenoid drug eruption is exceptional. We report the first case with profuse cutaneous lichen. A 52 year-old woman presented with a 5-year history of chronic myeloid leukemia. The different chemotherapies had failed (persisting polyadenopathies and splenomegalia). She was treated with imatinib (400 mg/day). Two months after the beginning of this treatment a disseminated cutaneous eruption appeared on the trunk, legs, arms and face without mucosal involvement and composed of dark purple, prurigenous, papules suggestive of lichen planus. The cutaneous biopsy confirmed the diagnosis of lichen planus. Suspension of the drug led to the complete regression of the eruption, without any other local treatment, within 2 months. Reintroduction of the drug led to the recurrence of the lesions. Cutaneous reactions to imatinib are common and occur in 11 to 67 p. 100 of patients depending on the series. More severe cutaneous reactions have been described: exfoliating dermatites, generalized pustulosis, epidermal necrolysis. The aspect of profuse lichenoid eruption of the skin and the correlation with cutaneous lesions clinically and histologically evocative of lichen planus has not been described other than an isolated buccal involvement in a 72 year-old woman. In our patient, study of the imputability criteria is in favor of imatinib's responsibility.